early Drosophila development can be remarkably robust development, there is some variation on the location of and insensitive to variations in kinetic constants. It is cell bodies and cell contacts which shows that there is still not understood how human limbs on the two sides some developmental noise, and it is possible that this of the body can be programmed in the early embryo to could account for the differences in lifespan. independently grow to a very similar length over some One of the most striking examples of variability proba-15 years. In the chick embryo the differences cannot even be detected (Summerbell and Wolpert, Nature 244, bly due to chance events is the greater than 3-fold varia-
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56, 779-827, 1987). A variety of growth factors

